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Hello. This is Heo Inyoung from the Department of Korean Language and
Literature at Inha University. In this session, we will discuss some important
points to keep in mind as we start this lecture on the history of the Korean
language. First, let's think about what we mean by the history of the Korean
language. Next, let's find out why we should learn about the history of the
Korean language.

Everything in the world changes. The Earth we live on now has gone
through countless changes since it was formed billions of years ago. The
same goes for the creatures living on Earth. The retina, in most vertebrates,
is the part of the eye that captures incoming light and forms an image. We'd
think that the blood vessels and optic nerves which send the image from the
retina to the brain would be behind the retina, but in vertebrate eyes, they
are in front of it. As a result, there is a part of the retina that is obscured.
This obscured part is called a blind spot.

Due to this, most vertebrates, including humans, have to constantly move
their eyes to receive the full image, although we may not realize it. On the
other hand, cephalopod eyes, such as those of squid, octopus, and cuttlefish,
do not have blind spots. If you look at the picture, the eyes of vertebrates
are shown on the left, and the eyes of cephalopods are shown on the right.

Why did this difference between vertebrate and cephalopod eyes come
about? The retina of vertebrates developed from light-sensitive cells that were
originally located beneath the skin As blood vessels and nerves connected and
developed with these cells, eyes were formed, resulting in the inevitable
presence of a blind spot on the retina. In contrast, cephalopods had
light-sensitive cells located above the skin, so blood vessels and nerves
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connected behind the retina.

From a current scientific perspective, human eyes may seem more
problematic and strange compared to cephalopod eyes, From a current
scientific perspective, human eyes may seem more problematic and strange
compared to cephalopod eyes, but in reality, both human and cephalopod eyes
are merely products of changes that occurred over a long period of time.

Language is no exception. All languages around the world are constantly
changing. The Korean language that we use and learn is the same. New
words are created to refer to objects that didn't exist in the past, such as
smartphones and the internet, and words like pagers and trams disappear as
they are no longer used. The fact that the Korean language has changed over
a long time can be quickly realized by reading classical texts written in old
Korean. Shall we take a look at an example?

The text presented on the screen is a part of a book called
"Seokbosangjeol,” which was created in the 15th century. Not only is there no
spacing, but there are also many characters and words that are no longer
used, making it difficult to understand the meaning immediately. Shall we take
a look at the translation in modern Korean? "There are such sad aspects of
being a gwanseok." A gwanseok, a family, refers to one’s wife, children,
servants, and everyone in the house. Such is the content of the
Seokbosangjeol we saw earlier. Translating medieval Korean into characters and
words used in modern Korean makes it much easier to understand.

In this way, the Korean language appears completely different now than in
the past. It is because the Korean language has changed, but it didn't change
overnight to its current form. It changed slowly over hundreds of vyears.
Looking back at it after all these years, these gradual changes over this a
long period feel very significant.

Many people think this change is equivalent to changes in characters or
words. Think of of "Seokbosangjeol” that we just examined. The lower ‘ah’
vowel( ), half ‘s’ letter(a), light bilabial b’ letter(8), old letter for ‘ng’(o) -
as shown in the 1st point are not used anymore. The single or double dots
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attached to the left side of the characters “AFS Y are also no longer used.
On the other hand, if you look at ‘TIRICY and ‘ECF (to become) or ‘ALt and
‘MECY (to be sad) in the 2nd point the words have changed form. If you look
at 2F and Ol in no.3 you can see that the words used to refer to the
same object have changed between the 15th century and today.

First, the difference in characters, as seen in 1), is an example of how the
character system of medieval Korean and modern Korean differ. Therefore, this
is important in the history of the characters that represent the Korean
language. However, the history of characters is not the same as the history of
language. The reason why scholars studying the history of language are
interested in the history of characters is because past languages were
recorded in character form. In other words, scholars studying the history of
language are interested in what kind of change in language these differences
in characters reflect.

Also, the change in words as shown in 2) is not the same as change in
language. The change in shape or disappearance of words used in medieval
Korean, replaced with other by new words are undoubtedly part of language
change.

However, language is not just made up of words. The language people use
is composed of word sounds called phonemes. Phonemes have a unique
system in each language, and these phonemes come together to form words
and sentences. Grammar, a set of rules that compose sentences, is also
organized in a structured system. These phonological and grammatical
systems, along with a collection of words, that is, a lexical system, organically
make up a language. Therefore, language change can be said to occur not
only in vocabulary but also in all aspects of language, such as phonemes and
grammar.

Then, why should we learn the history of the Korean language? Why do we
need to know what Korean was like in the past? If we look at the whole
history of Koreans till now, the history of Korean is integral to it. Koreans
have lived and communicated in the Korean language. Which is why the
history of the Korean language can be said to reflect what Koreans have
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thought and felt while living from a long time ago to now. Therefore, in the
broad sense of Korean studies focused on historical aspects, studying the
history of the Korean language is important.

Next, studying the history of the Korean language helps us accurately read
and understand classical literary works written in Korean. Being able to
understand the sentences of "Seokbosangjeol" in modern Korean is thanks to
the scholars who have studied the 15th—-century Korean language up to now.
Many literary works such as poems and novels written in the late Joseon
Dynasty, and Hangul letters, can be accurately interpreted based on the
results of studying the Korean language at that time.

Shall we look at an example? This poem shown here is from a book called
"Cheonggu Yeongeon." Since this book was created in the 18th century, the
orthography is not that different from modern Korean. Therefore, unlike the
example of "Seokbosangjeol" we saw earlier, the content of this poem is not
very difficult to understand. However, how should we interpret the word "7H2}
C' that appears at the very end?

The poem's content depicts a scene where, on a drizzling day, “I” works in
a field on a mountain, And falls asleep under a tree's shade, when a
shepherd drives cattle and sheep past “I”, waking him up with their sounds.
In literary studies, the word "THRICY' is usually interpreted as "waking up" in
the present tense.

However, based on the results of studying the history of the Korean
language, "HACH" is a combination of the stem "TH2-," which means "wake up
from sleep,” the pre—final ending "-Ot-," and the final ending "-C}." Here, "-Of
-" indicates the recent past. Therefore, interpreting "7HRICH" as ‘just woke me

up" rather than "waking up" is the most natural.

Finally, knowledge about the history of the Korean language helps
understand modern Korean, which Koreans are currently using. This is because
modern Korean is the accumulation of the Korean language changes since
ancient times. In 1), The words "SIE2|" and "SIA" in modern Korean appear as
"SH2" and "SIM" in medieval Korean texts. Also, in medieval Korean, "ZI'
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means a mountain. Knowing this, we can understand that the 'O in modern
Korean words "SI22|" and "SIAY" is derived from a changing "2[".

In 2), the word "ZZX[|" in the example is a Sino—Korean word meaning "knife
fish." Also, knowing that the word "Z(knife)' was called "Z" in medieval
Korean, we can see that the name 'ZX|" was given to the fish because it
resembles a knife in appearance, and even after "Z" changed to "&", "ZX|"

maintains its old form "&".
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In this lesson, we will briefly introduce the topics to be covered in the first
to fifth weeks of the Korean language history course.

In the first week, we will explore what the history of the Korean language
is and why we need to learn about it. Through this, you wil come to
understand that, like everything else in the world. all languages change, and
Korean is no exception. Furthermore, the history of the Korean language is a
part of Korean studies, which helps us better understand Korean people and is
essential for understanding not only Korean classical literature but also modern
Korean in depth.

Next, we will provide a brief summary of the contents of the course over
the span of two weeks. Through these two lectures, you will be able to get a
rough understanding of what topics will be covered each week.

In the latter part, we will select essential linguistic concepts and terminology
from the lectures and explain them by dividing them into notation, phonology,
and grammar. Even students without expertise in linguistics will be able to
understand the meaning and usage of these key concepts and terms before
delving into the main course content.

In the second week, we will discuss the methods of studying the history of
the Korean language, the periodization of Korean language history and its
criteria, and the classification of the Korean language. First, we will learn
about the methods of studying the history of the Korean language. There are
two perspectives in studying the history of a language: the diachronic
perspective, which studies language changes over time, and the retrospective
perspective, which investigates the past by going back in time from a specific
point. When it comes to researching the history of the Korean Language, a
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diachronic perspective which focuses mainly on the 15th century and proceeds
towards modernity. Or a retrospective perspective, which goes back into the
past are used. However we will take a look at the reason why the research
focuses on the 15th century.

The methods of studying languages include research through written
materials, comparative methods, internal reconstruction, and dialect comparison.
Necessary written materials for studying Korean language history include old
texts, old documents, inscriptions, and woodblocks. We will learn what these
materials are and the characteristics they possess.

Next, we will examine the periodization of language history. The history of a
language can be divided based on changes in the language system itself,
called ‘internal history," and changes in other aspects of society excluding
language, called "external history."

Lastly, we will learn about the classification of the Korean language. There
have been various claims related to the classification of the Korean language,
but all of them had issues. We will look into what claims there were, what
problems they had, and what could be helpful for the classification of the
Korean language in the future.

In the third week, we will learn about the notation and phonology of Old
Korean. First, we will learn about the character notation used to represent the
Korean language before the creation of Hangul, which borrowed Chinese
characters. During the Old Korean period, there were three ways to represent
the Korean language: Idu, Gugyeol, and Hyangchal. Idu is a character notation
method that uses Korean grammar elements with Chinese characters to write
Korean sentences. Gugyeol is a character notation method that adds Korean
grammar elements, or "to," to Chinese characters. Hyangchal is a character
notation method used to write Hyangga, a long-standing Korean song. As for
the phonological system of Old Korean, the consonants can be inferred to
some extent through the Chinese characters used in the medieval period.

In Old Korean, there were no tense consonants like those found in the
medieval and modern periods, and aspirated consonants seemed to be in the
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process of becoming common. The initial consonant clusters, which appeared
in medieval Korean, did not exist in Old Korean but seem to have emerged
during the transition to the medieval period. Additionally, it appears that more
than nine consonants were pronounceable in the final consonant position of
Old Korean. We can only verify the vowels of Old Korean by going back to
the 15th century. Some vowels in Old Korean are likely to have had different
values from those in the 1bth century. There are theories that claim there
was a significant change in the Korean vowel system in the 14th century, but
currently, there is insufficient evidence to support this.

In the fourth week, we will learn about the notation and phonology of
medieval Korean. First, let's learn about the characters called Hunminjeongeum.
The background of the creation of Hunminjeongeum lies in King Sejong's
independence, compassion, and pragmatism. After the creation of the
Hunminjeongeum characters, a book called ‘Hunminjeongeum’ was created to
explain the principles and usage of the characters. In this book, the reasons
and purposes for creating the characters are explained, followed by a brief
explanation of each character and a detailed explanation of the principles for
creating and using the characters.

The consonant system of medieval Korean is not entirely identical to the
initial consonants of Hunminjeongeum. There are actually more phonemes used
in medieval Korean than the initial consonants of Hunminjeongeum. One of the
features of medieval Korean consonants is the emergence of tense
consonants.

The vowels of medieval Korean were not entirely identical to the medial
vowels of Hunminjeongeum. Upon analysis of documents from medieval
Korean, there were seven simple vowels. In Medieval Korean, there was a
tone system that distinguished meaning based on pitch. Characters from
medieval Korean that did not evolve into modern Korean had their
corresponding sounds.

In the fifth week, we will learn about the orthography and phonology of
modern Korean. The orthography of medieval Korean was a phonetic one that
revealed the replacement forms of morphemes. As it evolved into the modern
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era, it gradually changed to a morphophonemic orthography that revealed
morphemes. Additionally, medieval Korean notation did not have spaces.

One of the most important changes in modern Korean consonants is
palatalization. Palatalization is a phenomenon in which non-palatal consonants
change to palatal consonants before /i/ or the semi-vowel /j/. An important
change in modern Korean vowels is the de-nasalization of the arae-a(-) or
lower-a. Arae—a had established itself as a single vowel in the 15th century
but disappeared in two stages. As a result, lower-a is no longer present in
modern Korean, except for the Jeju dialect. Another important change in
modern Korean vowels is the monophthongization of downward diphthongs. In
medieval Korean, there were downward diphthongs like "', "II' with /j/
following a single vowel pronounced [ai] and [si]. These are pronounced as a
single vowel like [e] in modern Korean, which means that "' and "{l' changed
to a single vowel at a certain point in time, in a process called
monophthongization. This change seems to have occurred between the late
18th century and the early 19th century. As a result, by the late 19th century,
arae—a had disappeared, and "' and "1 had monophthongized into [e], leaving
eight single vowels.

You will learn about these topics in more detail in the coming weeks. |
hope this lecture serves as a guide for listening to the lectures for each week
and that you refer to the latter part of this week's lectures for further
explanations and concepts or terminology related to orthography, phonology,
and grammar.
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In this session, | will briefly introduce the content that will be covered in
“the history of the Korean language” course from week 6 to week 10.

In week 6, we will learn about the grammar of Old Korean. First, as a
review, we will summarize what the character notation used in Old Korean
was and the principles applied. We will also learn about the method of adding
final consonants to characters that are difficult to understand in terms of form
using only one character, called final sound addition.

Next, we will look more closely at the materials of Old Korean.
Representative types of character notation include Idu, Gugyeol, and
Hyangchal. Representative text for each can be seen on the screen. Among
the grammatical elements of Old Korean, there were case markers, auxiliary
particles, and conjunction particles like these.

Among the endings of Old Korean, there were these for sentence-final
endings, and these for connective endings and attributive endings. In the
case of attributive endings, they were used more often in noun functions than
in attributive functions.

In week 7, we will learn about the grammar of Middle Korean. First, as a
review, we will summarize what the Hangul alphabet used in the 15th—-century
literature was and which alphabets were no longer used. Next, we will look
more closely at the materials of Middle Korean. We will introduce examples of
text from Middle Korean as seen on the screen. Among the grammatical
elements of Middle Korean, there were particles such as case markers, and
auxiliary particles and conjunction particles.

Among the endings of Middle Korean, the sentence-final endings were used
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as shown on the screen. The connective endings and attributive endings of
Middle Korean were used as shown here.

Causative constructions in Middle Korean were realized either through
causative verbs combined with derivational suffixes or through syntactic
constructions combined with =/ <LC}' Passive constructions were realized
either through passive verbs combined with derivational suffixes or through
syntactic constructions combined with =0 C|Ct.*

In week 8, we will learn about the grammar of Early Modern Korean. First,
we will see what sort of period Early Modern Korean was and emphasize that
the causes of change in Early Modern Korean were not solely due to a single
event such as the Imjin War, and that Early Modern Korean is not a
transitional period from medieval to modern times but rather a distinct era that
Is a subject of research.

Representative materials from the Early Modern Korean period include
translations of Chinese texts and reference materials for learning foreign
languages. Literary works such as Sijo and novels, which were actively created
during the Early Modern Korean period along with royal proclamations (yuneum)
for the people, as well as personal records like diaries and letters, can also be
considered important materials from this period.

Next, we will examine the morphophonemic features of Early Modern Korean
and its words. Nouns and verbs that originally had & in their final position in
Middle Korean and showed special stem alternation gradually lost their original
features as their forms changed or became simplified during the Early Modern
Korean period. Also, as the phonemes like sungyeongeum-bieup(8) and
banchieum(a) disappeared, irregular & and A verbs emerged in verb

conjugation.

When looking at examples of word formation in Early Modern Korean, there
are these prefixes and suffixes that create derived words. Compound words
are also formed in various ways, with the non-syntactic compound words that
existed in Middle Korean gradually decreasing.

Among the particles of Early Modern Korean, the nominative particle -7}
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appeared in case markers, and the honorific nominative particles '-AgAM, -2
M' became noticeable. In the attributive case particle, the distribution of -2
increased, and '-A' gradually ceased to be used. In vocative case particles,
the originally honorific vocative particle '-6F also gradually fell out of use.
Other comparative case particles and auxiliary particles were used as shown
here. The relative honorific  “~¢]-" merged with other pre-final endings and
gradually ceased to be used. Instead of the pre-final ending indicating tense
and aspect, the new hanja that indicated the past -%1-° and the one
indicating the future =Zl-" were used.

In modern Korean, there were such forms in sentence endings, conjunctions,
and attributive endings.

In week 9, we learn about the changes in the Korean vocabulary. Vocabulary
is a collection of words, which can be divided into various categories based
on criteria such as part of speech, origin, and usage. Types of vocabulary
changes include morphological change, semantic change, and categorical
change, and the reasons of vocabulary change include linguistic factors,
changes in reference objects, and changes in perception. Korean words and
Sino—Korean words, as well as loanwords directly from Chinese.

In medieval Korean vocabulary, we can observe semantic opposition due to
vowel harmony in native words, and examples of honorifics through
vocabulary. Moreover, the number of Sino—Korean words increases, and among
loanwords are those from Mongolian and Jurchen languages, as well as those
directly from Chinese.

Modern Korean vocabulary appears closer to contemporary Korean than
medieval Korean. In native words, due to phonological changes during the
modern Korean period, the form and meaning of words become closer to
contemporary Korean. In Sino-Korean words, the tendency to replace native
words with Sino—Korean words becomes stronger as their usage increases.
Additionally, loanwords from Japanese and Manchu languages are introduced,
as well as words representing Western concepts and objects that have passed
through China.
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In contemporary Korean, words representing Western thoughts and culture
increase, as they are translated into Chinese characters in China and Japan,
causing the number of Sino—Korean words to grow. Furthermore, vocabulary is
borrowed from other Western languages besides English, and the number of
words from Japanese significantly increases during the Japanese colonial
period. A distinctive feature of contemporary Korean vocabulary is the

continuous creation of neologisms.

In week 10, we learn about contemporary Korean. In the history of the
Korean language, contemporary Korean refers to the period from the
Enlightenment to the present, which also has its own changes. First, in terms
of notation, there is a struggle between the national script using only Hangul
and the mixed script using both Hangul and Chinese characters, until the
national script takes hold.

Additionally, with modernization, efforts to standardize spelling and establish
a standard language emerge, resulting in a standard language centered around
the Seoul dialect, and these efforts are compiled in the form of dictionaries.

The phonology of contemporary Korean has some differences from modern
Korean. In the case of consonants, the number of words with '@ at the
beginning increases due to foreign words, and the 8-vowel system comes
about in the late 19th century, becoming a 10-vowel system in the early 20th
century with the monophthongization of '+ and 'fl. Afterward, the
pronunciation of '{" and 'H' becomes the same, and '4' and '+ change to
diphthongs, resulting in contemporary Korean's 7 monophthong vowels.

The particles of contemporary Korean have many similarities with modern
Korean, but the positioning of subject particles -0 and '-7f' as '-0[ after
consonants and =7t after vowels occurs only in contemporary Korean.

In contemporary Korean's endings, irregular conjugations of verbs -0]-" and '
OfLICY, similar to medieval Korean, such as 'O[2fA], O[2tx!, OfL|2A], OfL|2fiT,
gradually give way to regular patterns like '0|0JA, OHJO{A. The system of
honorifics changes significantly, established as 4 formal styles and 2 informal
styles, with a total of 6 levels, with the emergence of the auxiliary particle -
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Q' playing an important role. Object honorifics are expressed through
vocabulary. And new sentence endings originating from conjunctions appear.

Contemporary Korean dialects can be divided into a total of 6 dialect
regions. Among them, the Northeastern and Southeastern dialects have deep
relationships and share the common feature of having tones. The
Northwestern, Central, and Southwestern dialects have pitch accents, and the
Northwestern dialect does not have palatalization. The Jeju Island dialect is
quite different from the mainland dialects due to its distance and lack in tones
or pitch accents. Since the liberation, as North and South Korea have been
separated for over 70 years, the language differences between the two have
gradually deepened.

In the future, you will learn the content introduced so far in more detail
each week. | hope this lecture has served as a guide for listening to the
weekly lectures. For concepts and terms related to notation, phonology, and
grammar that require further explanation, please refer to the latter half of this
week's lectures.
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In this session, | will explain concepts and terms related to notations used
in the process of of this lecture on the history of the Korean language.

First, let's look at the concepts and terms related to the period when
Korean was written using Chinese ‘Hanja’ characters before Hangul was
created. It is called ‘variant Hanmun'. Hanmun is classical Chinese written in
Hanja characters. After Koreans started using Hanmun and Hanja, the Hanmun
written by Koreans was often influenced by pure Korean, such as word order,
which differed from Chinese. Such a Hanmun influenced by Korean is called
"variant Hanmun.”

O T

The expression (7}) “REIZ(MZTA) appears in Hanmun written by Koreans,
meaning "swear before the sky." If following the word order of Hanmun, it
should be as in (L) BIREFEZFA). Variant Hanmun greatly influenced the
development of methods for notating Korean using Hanja later on.

Next is the character notation. Character notation is a method of notating
Korean by borrowing the sounds and meanings of Hanja. Character notation
was originally created to write Korean nouns in Hanja. When Koreans wrote
sentences, even if everything else was written in Hanmun, it was necessary
to have another method to write unique nouns that do not exist in Chinese,
such as place names, personal names, and official titles.

The principles of "S/&", which is whether to use sounds or meanings when
borrowing the sounds and meanings of Hanja and the principle of "S/7V,
which is the choice to use or dismiss the original Hanja meaning, are applied.
According to this, character notation can be divided into four types. The first
is sound using. Sound reading is the use of the sound of a Hanja while
retaining its meaning. For example, when writing the word "princess” with the
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Hanja "2AF" both the sound and the meaning of the Hanja "A" and "X are
used. This generally corresponds to Sino—Korean words.

The second is sound . Sound dismissing is the use of the sound of a Hanja
character without retaining its meaning. For example, when writing the word "
=" of "JHE" with Hanja "B(&S )", only the sound value of of 'S is used,
but its meaning ' to be equal is ignored.

The third is meaning reading. Meaning reading is the use of Hanja sound
while retaining its meaning too. When writing "&01&" as "B in Hanja, the
meaning of "E" and "8 Hanja are used, and their meanings are retained.

The fourth is meaning dismissing. Meaning ignoring is the use of the
meaning of a Hanja without retaining its meaning. When writing the word "-0|
" of "HE0]" with the Hanja 20| Al)", only the meaning "-0[" of this Hanja is
used, but its full meaning of ‘this’ is ignored, and it only represents the
Korean suffix "-0[".

Next is Idu. Idu is one of the methods of writing Korean sentences using
character notation. Idu arranges Sino—Korean words or Hanja expressions in
Korean word order and inserts Korean grammatical elements in between. |du
was mainly used in official records such as inscriptions on memorial objects
like tombstones and bells, and public documents.

Gugyeol is a method of character notation used in the process of learning
Hanmun, in which Korean grammatical elements are inserted in the Hanmun
text to aid understanding. The Hanja or Hangul characters used as grammatical
elements in Gugyeol are called "to." The most significant feature of sentences
with Gugyeol is that the original Hanmun text remains the center, so removing
the "to" elements returns it to the original Hanmun sentence. Gugyeol was
mainly used in Confucian and Buddhist scriptures.

In Seokdok Gugyeol, "to" is attached to the left or right of the Hanja to read
the Hanmun text in Korean word order. This can be considered one way to
translate Hanmun into Korean. Eumdok Gugyeol involves dividing the Hanmun
text into units where meaning is broken and inserting "to" between them. This
is one way to understand Hanmun in Korean, but it is difficult to call it a
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translation.

Among the types of Gugyeol, there are Jato Gugyeol and Jeomto Gugyeol.
Jato Gugyeol uses characters like Hanja or Hangul when attaching "to" to the
original Hanmun text. In contrast, Jeomto Gugyeol uses symbols like dots or
lines instead of characters when attaching "to" to the Hanmun text.

Hyangchal is a method of recording Hyangga, which are Korean songs
passed down orally for a long time, by borrowing the sound and meaning of
Hanja. Hyangchal is similar to Idu, but it mostly involves writing lyrics in
native Korean words rather than Sino—Korean words. There are not many
Hyangga lyrics remaining that are recorded in Hyangchal.

A morpheme is the smallest meaningful unit in language. Morphemes are
psychological entities in our minds that cannot be further divided, as doing so
would render them meaningless. An example is the word "&f" with the Bl

Morphophonemic alternation, or simply alternation, refers to the change in
the concrete form of a morpheme depending on the environment, i.e., the
elements preceding or following it. This is Morphophonemic alternation, or
alteration. For example, the word {Z}} changes its pronunciation depending. on
the following particle, such as ZOI[ZM], Z=[ZE], ZRHZADTH . In this process
of alternation, the concrete forms in which a single morpheme is realized in
various environments are called allomorphs or alternants. For example, the
allomorphs of the word ‘%Y with the BIEl w are [Zhm, 2, Z].

These are concepts related to Hangul notation. First, there is phonemic
notation. Phonemic notation is a writing system that indicates the allomorphs
or alternants of morphemes. It is also called "phonocentric notation”. For
example, when the word "Al&" (person) and the particle "-0|" are combined, it
is written as "Af2t0]." Phonemic notation is writer-centered because it can be
written as it sounds, but the reader needs to consider which morpheme the
notation represents. So it is a writer-centric notation method.

Next is  morphophonemic  notation.  Unlike = phonemic  notation,
"morphophonemic notation” is a writing system that indicates morphemes. It is
also called morphocentric notation. For example, when the word "Al&" (person)

rov

47 =0io] ot



2120l

KOREA UNIVERSITY

and the particle "-0|" are combined, it is written as "At&0[." Morphophonemic
notation requires consideration of which part is the morpheme when writing,
but it is reader—centered because it is more readable.

"Yeoncheol" is when a noun with a final consonant or verb stem is followed
by an ending/H0| or a particle which begins with a vowel, and the final
consonant is written, as it is read, as the initial consonant of the next
syllable. "Buncheol” is when a noun with a final consonant or verb stem is
followed by a an ending or particle which begins with a vowel, and the
morpheme is indicated without being written as read. "Jungcheol” is when the
consonant of a noun with a final consonant or verb stem is written twice,
once as the final consonant and once as the initial consonant of the ending.
This can be seen as a reflection of the desire to reveal both the morpheme
and the pronunciation. For example, writing "2i0[" as "#H[" or "HO" as "HA".

Dongguk  Jeongun-style  Sino—Korean pronunciation and contemporary
Sino—Korean pronunciation: After the creation of Hunminjeongeum, the
Dongguk Jeongun dictionary came about, which corrected the contemporary
Sino—Korean pronunciation used in Joseon at that time to match the historical
Chinese pronunciation. This corrected Sino—Korean pronunciation, called
Dongguk Jeongun-style, was used from the time of King Sejong to King Sejo,
but since it was artificial, it gradually fell out of use from the time of King
Seongjong, and only the contemporary Sino—Korean pronunciation was used.

"7|@XKBasic characters)” in Hunminjeongeum include five initial consonants
and three medial vowels. For the initial consonants, five basic characters, "7,
L, O, A, O, were created following the principle of ideographic
representation based on the shape of the articulatory organs. For the medial
vowels, three basic characters, 'OfHOK -), —, |, were created by visualizing
the three elements of heaven, earth, and human according to the principles of
Neo—Confucianism.

This is a "7f2Xt". 7f&Xt is a character made by adding strokes to the 5
basic characters according to the principle of "7t&l" which means ‘the sound

becomes stronger.” This is an "O[MX}L." Icheja is similar to Gahoekja in that it

adds strokes to the basic characters, but it does not have the same meaning
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of the sound becoming stronger as Gahoeuja.

This is a "==X". ==X} is a character created by combining the 3 basic
neutral characters for the first time. This is a "MZEAY. MEAt is a character
that reappears by combining the basic characters of neutral characters and
Chochulja. This is a "#AM". Amongst all the methods of combining initial
characters, Byeongseo is one that writes 2 or 3 initial characters side by side.
Byeongseo has two types: "ZAHHA" and "SHEA". ZAEA is when the same
initial character is written side by side twice. &8 is when 2 or 3 different
initial characters are written side by side. "®A" is a method of combining
initial characters where 2 initial characters are written one above the other.
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In this lesson, | will explain concepts and terms related to phonetics.

Phoneme is the smallest sound in a language that distinguishes meaning.
For example, '€, &, & are words with different meanings. The reason these
words have different meanings is because of the different phonemes /c, E,
/. Phonemes play a role in distinguishing meaning, but they do not have
meaning themselves. Phonemes are represented within slashes(/ /).

Suprasegmental, or prosodeme, is a term that refers to elements other than
phonemes that play a role in distinguishing meaning in language.
Suprasegmentals include sound length, pitch, and intensity. Suprasegmentals
are also called non—-segmental phonemes. Phonetics is a term that refers to
both phonemes and suprasegmentals.

Consonants are sounds produced when the airflow is obstructed in the oral
cavity. Next are the place of articulation, manner of articulation, and voicing
type. Consonants can be classified based on the location and method of
sound production, and how the air is regulated by the vocal cords. When
classifying modern Korean consonants based on place of articulation, manner
of articulation, and voicing type, the following table can be used. A consonant
cluster is when two or more consonants exist in the initial or final position.
Consonant clusters at the beginning of a word are called onset clusters, and
those in the final position of a stem are called coda clusters.

Vowels are sounds produced when the airflow is not obstructed in the oral
cavity. Tongue height, tongue front and back, and lip protrusion are factors
that determine vowel classification. Vowels can be classified based on tongue
height, tongue position, and lip protrusion during pronunciation. When
classifying modern Korean vowels based on tongue height, tongue position,
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and lip protrusion, the following table can be used. A simple vowel is a vowel
that is produced with a single articulatory movement from beginning to end.
For example, the vowel 'F[a]' is a simple vowel with a single pronunciation
movement from beginning to end. A diphthong is a vowel that is produced
with two articulatory movements. For example, the vowel 'F' is a combination
of the semivowel /j/ and the simple vowel / /. When pronounced as [0|Of],
the pronunciation changes from [|] to [F}], changing the articulatory
movement. In a diphthong like 'k[ja], with a semivowel in front and a simple
vowel in the back, it is called a rising diphthong. In contrast, with a simple
vowel in front and a semivowel in the back, like "H[aj], it is called a falling
diphthong.

Vowel shift is a phenomenon where, over a long period, vowels in a vowel
system push or pull one another, causing changes in their positions and
eventually changing the entire vowel system. There are claims that a vowel
shift occurred in the 14th century in Korean.

Vowel harmony is a phenomenon where the same type of vowels appear
together within a word or a syllable. In Middle Korean, within a syllable,
lower-a( -), L, ' and other positive vowels were grouped together, while '—,
-, 1" and other negative vowels were also grouped together. '|" was a
neutral vowel. In modern Korean verb conjugation, we can also see vowel
harmony as in '&Ct followed by '-Of and 'HCH followed by '-0f, where the
vowel of the ending must match the vowel of the stem.

Tone is a suprasegmental feature where the pitch of a sound is used to
distinguish meaning. Tone exists in Chinese, and in Korean dialects from the
Gyeongsang and Gangwon regions. Length is another suprasegmental feature
where the duration of a sound is used to distinguish meaning, as in Japanese
and some Korean dialects.

A syllable is a unit made up of one or more phonemes according to certain
principles. Syllables consist of an initial consonant, a medial vowel, and a final
consonant, with the medial vowel being mandatory. Assimilation occurs when
one sound becomes more similar to a neighboring sound coming after it.
Assimilation can be adjacent caused by sounds parallel to each other, or

rov

46  B=BOI9 At



2120l

KOREA UNIVERSITY

EREES

non-adjacent, with sounds in between, Or it can be progressive when the
sound gets assimilated due to the one in front, or regressive, when the sound
in front is assimilated due to one in the back.

Dissimilation occurs when one sound becomes less similar to a neighboring
sound.

Palatalization is the process where a non—palatal consonant becomes palatal
when it appears before /i/ or a semi-vowel /j/. For example, the word Z0[
is pronounced as [TX]].

Dephonemicization occurs when a sound that was originally a phoneme in a
language loses its phonemic status. In Korean, the vowel ‘lower a(-) used to
be a distinct phoneme but disappeared over time, being replaced by '— and
H.

Monophthongization is the process where a diphthong, which were not
initially monophthong, becomes one over time. In Korean, 'il[sj], "Hlajl’, and
other j-related diphthongs underwent monophthongization to [e] and [e] since
the late 18th century. Regressive /|/ assimilation is the process where a

following / |/ or a semi-vowel /j/ changes a back vowel to a front vowel, as
in “&t7[" becoming 'AW7|, 'OF7| becoming 07|, or "HOICH becoming ™O|C}.

Tensification is the process where a lax consonant becomes a tense
consonant. For example, in Middle Korean, 118" changed to '@ Lenition is
the process where a lax consonant becomes a lenis consonant. In Middle

Korean, the 'x1' final consonant in Tt changed to Tt

Labial vowel assimilation is the process where '— changes to '+ after a
labial consonant 'O, &, m, w'. 'S, & from Middle Korean changed to 2, &
in Modern Korean. Non-labial vowel assimilation is the process where, contrary
to labial vowel assimilation, the vowel 'L’ changes to '{' after a labial
consonant. 'BX, EM' of Middle Korean changed to '"#HX, H&' in Modemn

Korean.

Front high vowel assimilation is the process where other vowels change to
the front high vowel '|'. '{XZLC} from Middle Korean changed to 'O{X|&EL},
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This phenomenon can be observed when the

'U=" changed to 'Y

and €5
vowels ' following ‘A, X, &, X' change to '|

1o
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In this session, we will explain concepts and terms related to grammar used
in this lecture on the history of the Korean language.

First, let's learn about classifying words according to their parts of speech. A
part of speech is a category or class of words divided according to their form,
function, and meaning. Based on form, words can be divided into invariable
words and variable words. According to function, they can be divided into
substantives, which mainly function as subjects or objects; predicates, which
function as descriptive words; modifiers, which decorate other words; relational
words, which indicate the relationship between a preceding substantive and
another word; and independent words, which are used independently without
any particular relationship to other words. When divided by meaning, we can
further categorize substantives into nouns, pronouns, and numerals; predicates
into verbs and adjectives; and modifiers into adnominals and adverbs.

Among these nine parts of speech, substantives are followed by relational
words, or particles. In variable words like predicates, the unchanging part is
called the stem, and the changing part is called the ending. The stem can be
followed by the ending. The phenomenon of a substantive and a particle
combining is called inflection, and the phenomenon of a predicate followed by
an ending is called conjugation.

Next, we will examine particles, which are grammatical elements in Korean.
Particles are elements that attach to substantives to indicate the grammatical
relationship they have with other words or to add special meaning. These
include case particles, auxiliary particles, and conjunction particles.

Case particles attach to substantives to indicate the grammatical relationship
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they have with other words. Some representative case particles are as follows.
Auxiliary particles attach behind substantives to add special meaning. Some
representative auxiliary particles are as follows. Conjunction particles connect
substantives to form a single constituent in a sentence. Some representative
conjunction particles are as follows.

Next, we will learn about the concepts and terms related to endings that
come after the verb stem in Korean. Endings are morphemes that come after
the verb stem during conjugation and represent various grammatical functions.
Endings are divided into final endings and prefinal endings.

Final endings are the morphemes that come last in a conjugated verb. Final
endings can be further divided into connective endings, attributive endings,
and conclusive endings. Conclusive endings are final endings that end a
sentence. They simultaneously indicate sentence types, such as declarative,
interrogative, imperative, exclamatory, suggestive, and promissory forms, and
the degree of honorifics for the listener, such as the plain, gentle, and
respectful forms. Some representative conclusive endings are as follows.

Connective endings connect sentences to each other. They are generally
divided into coordinating connective endings, which connect two sentences
equally; dependent connective endings, which make the preceding sentence
dependent on the following sentence; and auxiliary connective endings, which
connect the main verb to the auxiliary verb.

Some representative connective endings for each type are as follows.
Attributive endings change the nature of a verb so that it functions as a noun
or adnominal within a sentence. They are divided into nominal attributive
endings and adnominal attributive endings. Some representative attributive
endings for each type are as follows. Prefinal endings are morphemes that
appear between the stem and the final ending. Prefinal endings represent
various grammatical functions, such as honorifics, tense, and mood.

Honorifics are linguistic expressions that elevate the status of a character in
a sentence or the person one is speaking to. There are three types of
honorifics: subject honorifics, object honorifics, and listener honorifics. Subject
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honorifics elevate the status of the subject, or the doer, in a sentence. In
modern Korean, markers such as —HAl" and the prefix =Al-" indicate subject
honorifics.

Object honorifics elevate the status of the object or adverbial that the
subject's action affects. This is a form of honorific that elevates the status of
the object or the adverbial component. In modern Korean, object honorifics are
realized through a few special verbs such as 'E2|Ct, '0ZLf, "&C, and '"ZAIC,
Listener honorifics elevate the status of the listener, or the person being
spoken to, in a conversational context. In modern Korean, these are mainly

realized through sentence endings.

Tense is the grammatical phenomenon that indicates the temporal location of
an event or state through linguistic means. Both Middle and Modern Korean
have three tenses: past, present, and future. The tense depends on whether
the event time coincides with the speaking time (present), precedes it (past),
or follows it (future). Aspect is a grammatical category related to the viewpoint
of an event's temporal structure or development, regardless of its temporal
location. It is divided into perfective aspect, which views the event as a
whole, and imperfective aspect, which focuses on the event's internal

structure.

Passive voice refers to the quality of a verb when the subject is acted upon
by someone or something else. The opposite is the active voice. In modern
Korean, passive voice is formed by attaching passive derivational suffixes such
as -0|-, '-o|-, '-2]-, '-7|-' to active verbs or by combining the main verb
with auxiliary verbs 'XICt or 'E=|Cf. Causative voice refers to the quality of a
verb when the subject causes someone or something else to perform an
action. The opposite is the non-causative voice. In modern Korean, causative

voice is formed by attaching causative derivational suffixes such as '-0|-, '-9|

-, =g~ -7-, - -7~ =& to non-causative verbs or by combining
the main verb with the auxiliary verb =2 oiCf.
Next, let's look at concepts and terms related to the formation of words in

Korean. Word formation is the process of creating new words based on
existing elements. This includes derivation and compounding. Simple words,
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like =, &' ‘M O, &' are made up of a single morpheme that cannot
be further divided.

Compound words are made up of two or more morphemes. Compound
words include derived words and compound words. Derived words, such as '#
o, 'HIRICH, '"HE' are created by attaching affixes to words or word roots.

Derivational affixes used to create derived words are called derivational
affixes. These include prefixes and suffixes. Prefixes are affixes that attach to
the beginning of a word or word root to create a new word. Most of the
time, the part of speech of a newly created word does not change. Here are
some examples of prefixes. Suffixes are affixes that attach to the end of a
word or word root to create a new word. In many cases, the part of speech
of a word changes when a suffix is attached. Here are some examples of

suffixes.

Compound words, such as &, MY "HZZLY, are formed by combining
two or more words or word roots. There are two types of compound words:
syntactic compounds and non-syntactic compounds. Syntactic compounds are
compound words whose components follow the rules of sentence formation
when they are combined. Here are some examples of syntactic compounds.
Non-syntactic compounds are compound words whose components do not
follow the rules of sentence formation when they are combined. Here are
some examples of non-syntactic compounds.
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